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AN 


ACCOUNT, G. 


TME Negroe Slaves, even in thoſe Colonies 


where the Society ſend . Miſſionaries, a- 
mount to many Thouſands of Perſons, of doth 
Sexes, and all Ages, and moſt of them are very 
capable of receiving Inſtruction. Even the grown 
Perſons brought from Guinea quickly learn Eng- 
E/þ enough to be underſtood in ordinary Matters; 
but the Children, born of Negroe Parents in the 


Colonies, are bred up entirely in the Engliſh Lan- 


guage. 
The Society looked upon the Inſtruction 
and Converſion of the Negroes as a principal 
Branch of their Care ; eſteeming it a great Re- 
proach to the Chriſtian Name, that ſo many 
Thouſands of Perſons ſhould continue in the 
ſame State of Pagan Dark neſs, under a Chriſtian 
Government, and living in Chriſtiana Families, 
as they lay before under, in their own Heathen 
Countries, The Society, immediately from their 
firſt Inſtitution, (trove to promote their Con- 
verſion ; and inaſmuch as their Income would 
not enable them to ſend Numbers of Catechiſts, 
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14 ] 
ſufficient to inſtruct the Negroes, yet they reſolved 
to do their utmoſt, and, at leaſt, to give this 
Work the Mark of their higheſt Approbation. 

They wrote therefore to all their Miſſionaries, 
that they ſhould uſe their beſt Endeavours, at 
proper Times, to inſtruct the Negroes; and ſhould 
eſpecially take Occaſion to recommend it zeal- 
ouſly to the Maſters, or to order their Slaves, at 
convenient Times, to come to them, that they 
might be inſtructed. Theſe Directions had a good 
Effect, and ſome Hundreds of Negroes have been 
inſtructed, received Baptiſm, and been admitted 
to the Communion, and lived very orderly Lives. 
The Reader may remember, there is frequently 
Mention made, in the Account of the La- 
bours of the Miſſionaries, of many Negroes, at 
different Times, inſtructed and baptized ; to re- 
late the Particulars here would be too circum- 
ſtantial, and altogether uſeleſs. 

It is Matter of Commendation to the Clergy, 
that they have done thus much in ſo great and dit- 
ficult a Work. But alas! what is the Inſtruc- 
tion of a few Hundreds, in ſeveral Years, with 
Reſpect to the many Thouſands uninſtruted, un- 
converted, living, dying, utter Pagans | It muſt 
be confeſſed, what hath been done is as Nothing, 
with Regard to what a true Chriſtian would hope 
to ſee effected. Bur the Difficulties the Clergy 
meet with in this good Work are exceeding great. 
The firſt is, the Negroes want Time to receive 
Inſtruction. Several Maſters allow their Negroes 
Sundays only for Reſt ; and then the Miniſter of 
a Pariſh is fully emploved in other Duties, and 
cannot attend them: Many Planters, in order 
to free themſelves from the Trouble and Charge 


of 
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of feeding and cloathing their Slaves, allow 
them one Day in a Week, to clear Ground and 
plant it, to ſubſiſt themſelves and Families. Some 

allow all Saturday, ſome half Saturday and Sun- 
day; others allow only Sunday. How can the Ne- 
groe attend for Inſtruction, who on half Saturda 
and Sunday is to provide Food and Raiment for 
himſelf. and Family for the Week following ? 
The Negro will urge in his own Excuſe, that the 
Support of himſelf, and all that 1s dear to him, 
doth abſolutely depend upon this, his neceſſary 
Labour, on Saturday and Sunday. If this be 
not ſtrictly juſtifiable, yet it is ſure, the miſerable 
Man's Plea will engage the Reader's Compaſſion. 
This is the Caſe in ſome Colonies, 1n others it 
differs : In ſome Places, the Slaves do the whole 
Labour of the Country, in the Field ; in others, 
they are uſed only as Houſe Servants: Another 
Difficulty ariſes from the Habitations and Settle- 
ments of the Maſters being at great Diſtances 
from each other in moſt Places in the Colonies ; 
for which Reaſon, neither can a Miniſter go to 
many Families, if the Negroes were allowed Time 
to attend him ; nor can a proper Number of 
them aſſemble together at one Place, without 
conſiderable Loſs of Time to their Maſters. But 
the greateſt Obſtruction is, the Maſters them- 
ſelves do not conſider enough the Obligation 
which lies upon them to have their Slaves in- 
ſtructed. Some have been ſo weak as to ar- 
gue, the Negroes had no Souls ; others, that 
they grew worſe by being taught, and made 
Chriſtians : I would not mention theſe, if the 
were not popular Arguments now, becauſe they 
bave no Foundation in Reaſon or Truth, 


After 
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Ly. 
After the Society had given the general 
Order mentioned before, to all their Miſſionaries, 
for the Inſtruction of the Slaves, they agreed to 
uſe another Method, which they believed would 
more ſucceſsfully promote this Work. They 
opened a Catechiſing School for the Slaves at New- 
York, in the Year 1704, in which City there were 
computed to be about 1500 Negroe and Indian 
Slaves, and many of their Matters well diſpoſed 
to have them made Chriſtians. The Society 
hoped this Example ſet, might kindle a Zeal in 
ſome other good People, to carry on this Work, 
which they were unable to effect; and to erect 
Schools for the Inſtruction of the Negroes, and 
employ Catechiſts to teach them at appointed 
Times; and that the Legiſlature in the Colonies, 
would, by a Law, oblige all Slaves to attend for 
their Inſtruction. The Society found ſoon, it 
was not eaſy to procure a Perſon proper to be a 
Catechiſt. Mr. Elias Neau a Layman, then 
living in New-York. City, as a Trader, was repre- 
ſented to be the propereſt Perſon for that Office. 
He was by Nation a Frenchman, had made Con- 
feflion of the Proteſtant Religion in France, for 
which he had been confined ſeveral Years in 
Priſon, and ſeven Years in the Gallies. When 
he got releaſed, he went to New-York, and traded 
there, and had the Character, from People of all 
Perſuaſions, of a Man of Piety, of ſober Deport- 
ment, and ſerious Life. 

He accepted of the Offer of being Catechiſt ; ; 
and his former Sufferings on the Account of his 
Religion, did, with great Advantage, recommend 
him to be a Teacher of the Chriſtian Faith; and 
his Humility enabled him to bear with the many 

Inconveniencies 
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Inconveniencies in teaching thoſe poor People. 
R He entered upon hisOffice, in theYear 1704, with 
great Diligence. At firſt he was obliged to go 
from Houſe to Houſe, to inſtruct the Negroes, 
this was out of Meaſure laborious ; afterwards he 
got Leave, that they ſhould come to his Houſe ; 
this was a conliderable Relief. There were two 
Obſtructions ſtill ; the Time was much too ſhort, 
and the Place was inconvenient, for teaching the 
great Number of Negroes. A little Time in the 
Duſk of the Evening, after hard Labour all Day, 
was the whole Time allowed them for Learning, 
and far Relaxation, and to viſit their Wives and: 
Children; which were generally in other Fa- 
milies, not in their Maſters. At this Time their 
Bodies were ſo fatigued, that their Attention 
could not be great. They were dull and ſleepy, 
and remembered they muſt riſe early the next Day 
to their Labour. The Place alſo was incom- 
modious, being the uppermoſt Floor in Mr. 
Nean's Houſe, which, though very large for a 
private Houſe, yet was not able to hold, con- 
veniently, a ſmall Part of the Slaves which might 
reſort thither. 

. Beſides, the Negroes were much diſcouraged 
from embracing the Chriſtian Religion, upon 
Account of the very little Regard ſhewed them 
in any religious Reſpect. Their Marriages were 
performed by mutual Conſent only, without the 
Bleſſing of the Church; they were buried by 
thoſe of their own Country br Complexion, in the 
common Field, without any Chriſtian Office; per- 

haps ſome ridiculous Heathen Rites were 

performed at the Grave, by ſome of their own 

People. No Notice was given. of their being 
ſick, 
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fick, that they might be viſited ; on the contrary, 
frequent Dilcourſes were made in Converſation, 
that they had no Souls, and periſhed as the | 
Beaſts. 

r. Neau contended with theſe” Difficulties, 
and, corvihilanding all, proved an Inſtrument 
of bringing many to a Knowledge of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith. He took great Pains in reading to 
them, in making ſhort Collections out of Books 
on the Catechiſm, and in making an Abſtract of 
the hiſtorical Part of the Scriptures; ſo that 
many, who could not read, could yet by Me- 
mory repeat the Hiſtory of the Creation of the 
World, the Flood, the giving of the Law, the 
Birth, Miracles, and Crucifixion of our Lord, and 
the chief Articles and Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 

This was a Work of great Pains and Humility z 
Mr. Neau performed it diligently ; diſcourſing 
familiarly with thoſe poor People, and labouring 
earneſtly to accommodate his Diſcourſe to their 
_ Capacities. His Labours were very ſucceſsful ; a a 
conſiderable Number of the Slaves could give a 
ſufficient Account of the Grounds of their Faith 
as ſeveral of the Clergy who examined them pub- 
liely before they gave them Baptiſm, have ac- 
- quainted the Society. 
In the mean Time, while the Society were 
thinking of farther Ways to advance this Work, 
a Calamity happened which mightily diſcouraged 
this Country from promoting the Inſtruction of 
their Slaves. In the Year 1712, a conſiderable 
Number of Negroes of the Carmantee and Pappa 
Nations, formed a Plot to deſtroy all the Enghſh 
in order to obtain their Liberty; and kept their 
Conlpiracy lo ſecret, that there was no Suſpicion 


of 
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of it, till it came to the very Execution. How. 


ever, the Plot was, by Gop's Providence, hap- 


pily defeated. The Plot was this: The Negroes 
ſet Fire to a Houſe in York City, on a Sunday 
Night, in April, about the going down of the 
Moon. The Fire alarmed the Town, who from 
all Parts ran to it; the Conſpirators planted 
themſelves in ſeveral Streets and Lanes 22 7065 
to the Fire, and ſhot or ſtabbed the People as 


they were running to it. Some of the Wounded 
eſcaped, and acquainted the Government, and 


preſently, by the Signal of firing a great Gun 
from the Fort, the Inhabitants were called under 
Arms, and prevented from running to the Fire. 
A Body of Men was ſoon raiſed, which eaſily 
ſcattered the Negroes ; they had killed about eight 


Perſons, and wounded 12 more. In their Flight 


ſome of them ſhot themſelves, others their 
Wives, and then themſelves; ſome abſconded a 
few Days, and then killed themſelves for Fear of 
being taken; but a great many were taken, and 
18 of them ſuffered Death. This wicked Con- 
ſpiracy was at firſt apprehended to be general a- 
mong all the Negroes, and opened the Mouths of 
many, to ſpeak againſt giving the Negroes In- 
ſtruction. Mr. Neau durſt hardly appear abroad 
for ſome Days, his School was blamed as the 
main Occaſion of this harbarous Plot. But upon 
the Trial of theſe Wretches, there were but 
two, of all his School, ſo much as charged with 
the Plot; and only one was a baptized Man, 
and in the Peoples Heat, upon ſlender Evidence, 
perhaps too haſtily condemned; for ſoon after 
he was acknowledged to be innocent by the com- 
mon Voice. The other was not baptized; it ap- 


B : peared 
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peared plain that he was in the Conſpiracy, but 
guiltleſs of his Maſter's Murder, Mr: Hooglands, 
an eminent Merchant. Upon full Trial, the 
guilty Negroes were found to be ſuch as never 
came to Mr. Neau's School; and what is very 


_ obſervable, the Perſons, whoſe Negroes were 


found to be moſt guilty, were ſuch as were the de- 
clared Oppoſers of making them Chriſtians, 
However, a great Jealouſy was now raiſed, 
and the common Cry was very loud, againſt in- 
ſtructing the Negroes. The Common Council of 
New-York City made an Order, forbidding the 
Negroes to go about the Streets after Sun-ſet, 
without Lanthorns and Candles; this was in Ef- 
fect, forbidding them to go to Mr. Neau's School, 
for none of them could get Lanthorns, or come 
to him before Sunſet. But ſome Time after, the 
more ſerious and moderate People abated of 
this Violence. It appeared to be a Plot of a few 
only, not a general one of all the Negroes, no 
Conſequence attended the Action, and People 
grew more compoſed. Robert Hunter, Eſq. then 
Governor of the Province, obſerved their Fears 
| were ill- grounded, and that Mr. Neau's Scholars 
were not the guilty Negroes, and therefore, in 
order to ſupport the Deſign of inſtructing them, 
he was pleaſed to viſit the School, attended by 
the Society's Miſſionaries, and ſeveral Perſons of 
Note, and publicly declared his Approbation of 
the Deſign ; and afterwards in a Proclamation 
put out againſt Immorality and Vice, She recom- 
mended it to the Clergy of the Country, to ex- 
hort their Congregations from the Pulpit, to 
promote the Inſtruction of the Negroes. _ 
| This 
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This gave new Life again to the Work, and 
the Negroes frequented Mr. Neaz's School, 
ſeveral were inſtructed, afterwards examined dub- 
licly in the Church, before che Congregation, by 
the Reverend Mr. Veſe zy, gave a very ſatisfac- 
tory Account of their Faith, and received Bap- 
tiſm. The Society had Accounts, from Time to 
Time, of Mr. Neau's Diligence and good Suc- 
ceſs; particularly one very ample Teſtimonial 
ſigned by the Governor of the Country (Kober: 
Hunter, Eſq.) the Council, the Mayor, and Re- 
corder of New-York, and the two Chief Juſtices ; 
ſetting forth, T hat Mr. Neau had demcaned 
© himſelf in all Things, as a good Chriſtian and 
a good Subject; that in his Station of Cate- 
chiſt, he had, to the great Advancement of 
x Religion in g general, and the particular Benefit 
of the free Indians, Negroe Slaves, and other 
Heathens in thoſe Parts, with indefatigable 
* Zealand Application, performed that Service 
three Times a Week; and that they did ſin- 
* cerely believe, that, as Catechiſt, he did, in a 
very eminent Degree, deſerve the Coun- 
6 tenance, Favour, and Protection of the So- 
ciety. 

The Society were fully fatisfhed with Mr. 
. and continued to ſend him 
Numbers of Catechiſms, and of ſmall Tracts of 
Devotion and Inſtruction, to give hs the 
Slaves and Seryantsat his Diſcretion, Mr. Neau 
perſevered with the ſame Diligence, 1 the Year 
1722, in which he died, much regretted by all 
who knew his Labours. Mr. Hudalaſtone, then 
Schoolmaſter in New-Z7ork, did for ſome Time 
ſupply his Place, and uſed to teach the 1Vegroes 
„„ in 
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in the Church Steeple, every Sunday before 
Sermon, and at his own Houſe after Sermon. 
In a little Time the Society ſent the Reverend 
Mr. Vetmore to be Catechiſt there, and received 
Accounts of his diſcharging his Duty diligently. 
Thar he attended Catechiling every Wedneſday 
and Friday, and Sunday Evening, at his own 
Houle; and in the Church, every Sunday before 
Evening Service, where he had ſometimes near 
200 Children, Servants and Negroes. He after- 
wards deſired to be appointed Miſſionary at Rye 
in that Government, and the Society complied 
with his Requeſt. Soon after his Removal, the 
Rector, Church-Wardens, and Veſtry of Trinity 
Ckurch in New-York, made a Repreſentation to 
the Society, of the great Need of a Catechiſt in 
that City, there being about 1400 Negroe and 
Indian Slaves there, a conſiderable Number of 
which had been inſtructed in the Principles of 
Chriſtianity by the late Mr. Neau, and had re- 
ceived Baptiſm, and were Communicants in 
their Church. The Society were very willing to 
comply with this Requeſt, and ſent the Reverend 
Mr, Colgan in 1726, to be Catechiſt there; and 
here he begins his School with Succeſs, hath 30, 
40, or 50 Negroes at a Time, attending Cate- 
chiſm, and is preparing ſeveral for Baptiſm. He 


continues now there. | 7 


In this manner have the Society exerted them- 
ſelves, to promote the Inſtruction of the Negroes , 
but they are ſenſible the Means uſed are not pro- 
Portionate to the End. One School only 
opened, is but a ſmall Matter; becauſe the 
Miſfionaries, in their large Pariſhes, are fully 
employed, without this additional Labour. 
here ought to be a Catechiſt ſupported, in 

© every 


„ 

every Colony, nay, every large Town, to carry 
on this Work effectually. But there remains one 
Obſtruction, which, if not removed, will defeat 
all poſſible Endeavours. The Maſters of the 
Slaves muſt be perſuaded to allow them reaſon- 
able Time to be inſtructed, and at leaſt permit 
them to attend the Catechiſt. For if the Maſters 
command them not ta attend, or will allow them 
no Time for that Purpoſe, this Work 1s imprac- 
ticable. On the other Hand, it hath appeared 
plain to the Society, that it might eaſily be car- 
ried on, if the Maſters concurred. There are 
ſome Inſtances, where the Negroes have, in a little 
Time, gained a ſufficient Knowledge of our 
Faith, and been induced to lead ſober Lives, 
when their Maſters favoured their Inſtruction. 
The Reverend Mr. Taylor, lately Miſſionary ar 
St. Andrew's Pariſh in South-Carolina, wrote to 
the Society in 1713, an Inſtance of this Nature; 
which, for the juſt Honour of the two religious 
Gentlewomen mentioned, ought not to. be paſſed 
over here. Mrs. Haige and Mrs. Edwards, who 
came lately to this Plantation, have taken ex- 
traordinary Pains to inſtruct a conſiderable 
Number of Negroes in the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and to reclaim and reform 
them. The wonderful Succeſs they met with, 
in about half a Year's Time, encouraged me to 
go and examine thoſe Negroes, about their 

Knowledge in Chriſtianity ; they declared to 
me their Faith in the chief Articles of our Re- 
ligion, which they ſufficiently explained; they 
rehearſed by Heart, very diſtinctly, the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and Ten Commandments ; 
© fourteen of them gave me ſo great Satisfaction, 


and 
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l thought it my Duty to do it on the laſt Lord's 
Day. I doubt not but theſe Gentlewomen will 
prepare the reſt of them for Baptiſm in a little 
Time; and I hope the good Example of theſe 
two Gentlewomen will provoke at leaſt ſome 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes to take the ſame Care 
and Pains with their poor Negroes.” 6 
The Clergy of South-Carolina did, in a joint 
Letter to the Society, after a Repreſentation 
made of the State of the Church there, acquaint 
them, that Mr. Skeen, his Lady, and Mrs. Haige 
his Siſter, did uſe grear Care to have their Ne- 
groes inſtructed and baptized. And the Reverend 
Mr. Varnod, Miſſionary in that Pariſh, did at 
the ſame Time write to the Society, that he had 
baptized, in the foregoing Year, eight Negroe 
Children, belonging to Mr. Skeen and Mrs. Haige, 
who, he ſays, took great Pains to have their 
* Slaves -nfirocted in our Faith, and that, at once, 
* he had 19 Negroes Communicants.? 

The Society have been always ſenfible, the 
moſt effectual Way to convert the Negroes, was by 
engaging their Maſters, to countenance and pro- 
mote their Converſion. The late Biſhop of St. 
Aſaph, Dr. Fleetwood, preached a Sermon before 
this Society in the Year 1711, ſetting forth the 
Duty of inſtructing the Negroes in the Chriſtian 
Religion. The Society thought this ſo uſeful a 
Diſcourſe, that they printed and diſperſed abroad 
in the Plantations great Numbers of that Sermon 
in the ſame Lear; and lately, in the Year 1725, 
reprinted the ſame, and diſperſed again large 
Numbers. The preſent Biſhop of London (Dr. 
Oise) became a ſecond Advocate for the Con- 

verſion 
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verſion of the Negroes; and wrote two Letters 
on this Subject: The firſt, Addreſſed 4% tbe 
Maſters andMiſtreſſes of Families in theEngliſh Plan- 
tations abroad, exborting them to encourage and 
promote the Inſtruftion of their Negroes in the 
Chriftian Faith. The Second, to the Miſſionaries 
there ; direfting them 10 diſtribute the ſaid Letter, 
and exhorting them to give their Aſſiſtance, ' towards 
the Inſtruction of the Negroes within their ſeveral 
Pariſhes. 

The Society were perſuaded, this was the true 
Method to remove the great Obſtruction of their 
Converſion, and, hoping ſo particular anApplica- 
tion to the Maſters and Miſtreſſes, from the See 
of London, would have the ſtrongeſt Influence, 
they printed ten Thouſand Copies of the Letter 
to the Maſters and Miſtreſſes, which have been 
ſent to all the Colonies on the Continent, and to 

all our Iſlands in the Veſt-Indies, to be diſtributed 
among the Maſters of Families, and other Inha- 
bitants. The Society have received Accounts, 
that theſe Letters have influenced many Maſters 
of Families, to have their Negroes inſtructed ; and 
hope they will have at length the defired Effect. 

The Biſhop of London ſoon after wrote An Ad- 
dreſs to Serious Chriſtians among ourſelves, to aſſiſt 
the Society for Propagating the Goſpel in carrying on 
this Work; a Number of Copies whereof hath 
been printed and diſperſed in ſeveral Places in 
England. The Addreſs and Letters follow next. 
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An ADDRESS to Serious Chriſtians a- 

mong ourſelves, to aſſiſt the Society for 
Propagating the Goſpel, in carrying on 
the Work of inſtructing the Negroes in our 
Plantations abroad. 


/ 
0 * 
* 
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HE Deſign of the two following Letters, 
which have been lately ſent to our Planta- 
tions abroad, is, I. To convince the Maſters and 
Miſtrefles there, of the Obligation they are un- 
der, to inftru&t their Negroes in the Chriſtian 
Religion. II. To anſwer the Objections that are 
uſually made againſt it: And III. To exhort the 
Miniſters and Schoolmaſters within the ſeveral 
Pariſhes, to aſſiſt in this good Work, as far as 
the proper Buſineſs of their Station will permit. 
But the Negroes in ſeveral of the Plantations 
being vaſtly numerous, and the Pariſhes very 
large; the utmoſt that Miniſters and School- 
maſters can do, will fall far ſhort of the neceſſary 
Attendance and Application which this Work re- 
quires. Andit is too plain from Experience, 
that very many of the Maſters and Miſtreſſes are 
either unable or unwilling to provide for the In- 
ſtruction of thoſe poor Creatures, at leaſt in ſuch 
a Way as may effectually attain the End; and 
wherever that is the Caſe, they are unavoidably 
condemned, in a Chriſtian Country, to live and 
die in Heathen Idolatry, and in an utter Ig- 
norance of the true Gop. 
This 
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This is a very deplorable Sight in a Country 
where the Goſpel of CHRIS is profeſs'd and pub- 
licly preached ; and every Chriſtian who believes 
the promiſes of the Goſpel, and is concerned in 
earneſt for the Honour of CHRIST, and the Sal- 
vation of Souls, mult be ſenſibly affected with the 
Thought of it. Which will of Courſe lead and 
diſpoſe him to countenance and ſupport any 
Meaſures that ſhall be entered into, for doing 
Juſtice to our common Chriſtianity, and deliver- 
ing the Proteſtant Name from ſo great a Reproach. 


For, to do Right to the Papiſt, both the Inha- 


bitants of their Plantations abroad, and the 


ſeveral Countries in Europe to which they belong, 
have ſhewn a laudable Care and Concern in this 


Matter. Only, it is to be wiſhed, that their 
Care to ſee them 7inſtruFed were equal to their 
Zeal to have them baptized ; and that preater 
Streſs were laid upon bringing them to a Know- 


ledge of the Chriſtian Faith, than upon barely 


giving them the Name of Chriſtians. 


The Society for Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign 


Parts have this Affair much at Heart; and, 
having lately had it under their Conſideration, 


are unanimouſly of Opinion, That nothing would 


give ſo quick and effectual a Progreſs to the 
Work, as the ſending Catechiſts from hence: 
Whoſe only Buſineſs it ſhould be, to inſtruct the 
Negroes, within particular Diſtricts to be aſſigned 
to them, and who, having no Avocations of any 
Kind, would be at full Liberty to attend the moſt 
proper Times and Seafons for Inſtruction, and 


employing their Thoughts wholly in that Way. 


would be far better acquainted with the proper 
Methods of proceeding in' the Work, and alſo 
| S purſue 
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purſue thoſe Methods more cloſely, than any, Oc 
caſional Inſtructor can be ſu; ppoſed to do. a 

But the preſent yearlySubſcriptions of theSociety 
are employed and exhauſted in maintaining Mi- 
niſters in the Plantations, to officiate to our own 
People, in Places where they are not able to ſup- 
port the Charge themſelves, and where they, 
would quickly fall into a State of Heatheniſm, 
or ſomething like it, if Proviſion were not made 
for a ſtanding Miniſtry among them. So that 
the Society can be in no Condition to maintain 
Catechiſts for the Inſtruction of the Negroes, 
unleſs pious and well-diſpoſed Chriſtians among 
ourſelves ſhall lay this Matter to Heart, and en- 
able them to proceed in it by Contributions 
given for that Purpoſe, and to be ſolely appropri- 
ated to that Uſe. 

The Piety, as well as the Neceſſity and Im- 
portance, of promoting this Work, and entering 
into proper Methods for that End, are ſet forth 
in the following Letters, to which the Reader is 
referred. Bur left this ſhould ſeem to be only 
the Concern of the Planters abroad, I will add 


ſome Conſiderations which may induce all Chriſs 


tians, as ſuch, to think it a Work worthy of their 
Regard, and n them to further it according 
to their Power and Ability. 

The Firſt 1 is, That as the Chriſtian Church 
upon Earth is one, being joined together in the 
ſame Faith, and in the common Bond of Love 
and Unity, under CHRIS its Head; ſo the ſup- 
porting and enlarging of that Church, is juſtly to 
be eſteemed the Common Cauſe of Chriſtianity, or, 
in other Words, the general Concern of Chriſ- 
tians, all the World over. And if we do not de- 
. 
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Aire to ſee it propagated throughout the World, 
it is a certain Sign, that we are not ſufficiently 
concerned for the Honour of CHRIST, nor duly 
ſenſible of the Greatneſs of the Goſpel Promiſes, 
and of the ineſtimable Value of a Soul. 

From hence it follows, that altho* our own 
Families, Relations, Neighbours, and Country, 
claim the firſt Place in our Care and Concern for 
Religion, yet no Diſtance of Place, how great 
ſoever it be, is a ſufficient Excuſe from endeavour- 
ing to bend the Goſpel where we ſee there 
is Need, and a fir Opportunity offers, and it is 
fairly 1n our Power. On the contrary, the more 
remote we are from the Country to which we do 
at any Time extend our Care and Aſliſtance, the 


greater Teſtimony it is of our Zeal for the Glory 


of Gop, and the Salvation of Souls. 
But, Thirdly, The Souls for which I am now 
leading, have a more particular Claim to our 


egard, as they are truly a Part of our own Na- 


tion, and live under the ſame Government with 
ourſelves, and, which 1s more, contribute much 
by their Labour to the Support of our Govern- 
ment, and the Increaſe of the Trade and Wealth 
ofthis Kingdom. In the following Letter, the 
Maſters in the Plantations are put in Mind of the 
great Profit ariſing to them from the Labour of 
the Negroes, as one Argument why they ſhould 


be willing to be at ſome Expence in inſtructing 


them, And the ſame Argument extends, in 
Proportion, to this Nation in general, which is 
greatly benefited by their Labour; and more 
particularly does it extend to ſuch among us, 
who either have Poſſeſſions in thoſe Parts, or 
have been enriched by Trading to them. 
WS - As 
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As the Progreſs which one ſingle Catechiſt 
makes, may be very great, when it is his hole 
Employment; ſo every Perſon who contributes to 
the Maintenance of that one, has the Satisfac- 
tion to think that he is an Inſtrument under 
Gop, of converting and ſaving a proportionable 
Number of Souls. Some few Seeds caſt into this 
Ground, and watered by the Bleſſing of God, 
may produce an Increaſe exceeding great, and 
will be no ſmall Addition to our Happineſs in 
Heaven. But whatever the Succeſs be, ſuch- 
fincere Teſtimonies of a Dęſire to ſee the Goſpel 
propagated, and ſuch charitable Endeavours for 
the Salvation of our Fellow-Creatures, will moſt 
aſſuredly finda very plentiful Reward from the 
Hands of Gon. | 

And may it pleaſe Him to open the Hearts of 
Chriſtians, and to diſpoſe them, according to 
their ſeveral Abilities, to aſſiſt in carrying on this 
good Work, for the Glory of his Name, and 
the Eternal Welfare of ſo many Thouſand Souls. 


LETTER 
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The Biſhop of Lon DoN's Letter to the Maſe 
ters and Miſtreſſes of Families in the Engliſh 
Plantations abroad; exhorting them to en- 
courage and promote the Inſtruction of their 
Negroes in the Chriſtian Faith. 


HE Care of the Plantations abroad being 
committed to the Biſhop of LONDON 
as to Religious Aﬀairs ; I have thought it my 
Duty to make particular Enquiries into the State 
of Religion in thoſe Parts, and to learn, among 
other Things, what Numbers of Slaves are em- 
ployed within the ſeveral Governments, and 
what Means are uſed for their Inſtruction in the 
Chriſtian Faith. I find the Numbers are prodi- 
giouſly great; and am not a little troubled, to 
obſerve how ſmall a Progreſs has been made in a 
Chriſtian Country, towards the delivering thoſe 
poor Creatures from the Pagan Darkneſs and 
Superſtition in which they were bred, and the 
making them Partakers of the Light of the Goſ- 
pel, and of the Bleſſings and Benefits belonging 
to it. And, which is yet more to be lamented, 
I find there has not only been very little Progreſs 


made 
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made in the Work, but that all Attempis towards 
it have been, by too many, induſtrwully diſre- 

ded and hindered , partly, magnify - 
ing the Difficulties of the Wark bijond® te 
they really are; and partly, by miſtaken Sug- 
ecſtions of the Change which Baptiſm would make 
in the Condition of the Negroes, to the Lois and 
Diſadvantage of their Matters, 

As to the Difficulties ; ; 1t may be pleaded, 
That the Negroes are grown Perſons when they 
came over, and that having been accuſtomed to 
the Pagan Rites and Idolatries of their own 
Country, they are prejudiced againſt all other 
Religions, and more particularly againſt the 
Chriſtian, as forbidding all that Licentiouſneſs 
which is uſually practiſed among the Heathens. 
But if this were a good Argument againſt. at- 
tempting the Converſion of Negroes, it would 
follow, that the Goſpel is never to be farther _ 
propagated than it is at preſent, and that no En- 
deavours are to be uſed for the Converſion. of 
Heathens, at any Time, or in any Country what- 
ſoever ; becauſe all Heathens have been accuſ- 
tomed to Pagan Rites and Idolatries, and to ſuch 
vicious and licentious Living as the Chriſtian 
Religion forbids. But yet, Gop be thanked, 
Fleathens have been converted, and Chriſtianity | 
propagated, in all Ages, and almoſt all Countries, 
through the Zealand Diligence 6f pious and good 
Men; and this, without the Help of Miracles. 
And if the preſent Age be as zealous and diligent 
in'purfuing the proper AMezans of Converſion, we 
have no Reaſon to doubt, but that the Divine 


Afiiftahce'! is, and will be, the ſame | in all Ages. 
But 
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But a farther Difficulty is, that they are utter 
Strangers to our Language, and we to theirs ; and 
the Gift of Tongues being now ceaſed, there are 
no Means left of inſtructing them in the Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion. And this, I own, is 
a real Difficulty, as long as it continues, and as 
far as it reaches. But, if I am rightly informed, 
many of the Negroes, who are grown Perlons 
when they come over, do of themſelves attain fo 
much of our Language, as enables them to un- 
derſtand, and to be underſtood, in Things which 
concern the ordinary Buſineſs of Life; and they 
who can go ſo far of their own Accord, might 
doubtleſs be carried much farther, if proper Me- 
thods and Endeavours were uſed to bring them 
to a competent Knowledge of our Language, 
with a pious View to the inſtructing them in the 
Doctrines of our Religion. At leaſt, ſome of 
them, who are more capable and more ſcrious 
than the reſt, might be eaſily inſtructed both in 
our Language and Religion, and then be made 
uſe of to convey Inſtruction to the reſt zin their 
own Language. And this, one would hope, 
may be done with great Eaſe, Ty there is a 
hearty and ſincere Zeal for the Work. | 
But whatever Difficulties there may be i in in- 
ſtructing thoſe who are grown-up, before they are 
brought over; there are not the like Difficulties; 
in the Caſe of their Children, who are born and 
bred in our Plantations, who have never been ac- 
cuſtomed to Pagan Rites and Superſtitions, and 
who may eaſily be trained up, like all other. . 
Children, to any aue e whatſoever, and 
particularly to our own; if the making them 
890 Chriſtians be e the Deſire and In-, 
tention 
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tention of thoſe, who have the Property in them, 
and the Government over them. 2s 

But ſuppoſing the Difficulties to be much 
greater than I imagine; they are not ſuch as ren- 
der the Work impoſſible, ſo as to leave no Hope 
of any Degree of Succeſs ; and nothing leſs than 
an Impoſſibility of doing any good at all, can 
warrant our giving over and laying aſide all 
Means and Endeavours, where the Propagation 
of the Goſpel, and the ſaving of Souls, are im- 
mediately concerned. | 

Many Undertakings look far more imprac- 
ticable before Trial, than they are afterwards 
found to be in Experience; eſpecially, where 
there is nota good Heart to go about them : 
And it is frequently obſerved, that ſmall Begin- 
nings, when purſued with Reſolution, are atten- 
ded with great and ſurprizing Succeſs, But in 
no Caſe is the Succeſs more great and ſurprizing, 
than when good Men engage in the Cauſe of Gop 
and Religion, out of a juſt Senſe of the ineſti- 
inable Value of a Soul, and in a full and well- 
grounded Aſſurance that their honeſt Deſigns and 


Lendeavours for the promoting Religion will be 


ſnpported by a ſpecial Bleſſing from Gop. 

I am loath to think ſo hardly of any Chriſtian 
Maſter, as to ſuppoſe that he can deliberately 
binder his Negroes from being inſtructed in the 
Chriſtian Faith; or, which is the ſame Thing, 
that he can, upon ſober and mature Conſidera- 
tion of the Caſe, finally reſolve to deny them the 
Means and Opportunities of Inſtruction: Much 
leſs may I believe, that he can, after he has ſe- 
riouſly weighed this Matter, permit them to la- 
bour on the Lord's Day; and leaſt of all, that 

| he 
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he can put them under a kind of Neceſſiiy of la- 
bouring on that Day, to provide themſelves with 
the Conveniencies of Life; ſince our Religion ſo 
plainly teaches us, That Gop has given one Day 
in ſeven to be a Day of Reſt, not only to Man, 
but to the Beaſts: That it is a Day which is ap- 
pointed by Him for the Improvement of the 
Soul, as well as the Refreſhment of the Body; 
and chat 3 it is a Duty incumbent upon Maſters, 
to take Care that all Perſons, who are under their 
Government, keep this Day holy, and employ 
it to the pious and wiſe Purpoſes, for which 
Gop, our great Lord and Maſter, intended ir. 
Nor can 1 think ſo hardly of any Miſſionary, 
who ſhall be deſired by the Maſter to direct and 
aſſiſt in the Inſtruction of his Negroes (cither on 
that Day, or on any other, when he ſhall be 
more at Leiſure,) as.to ſuppoſe that he will not 
embrace ſuch Invitation with the utmoſt Readi- 
neſs and Chearfulneſs, and give all the Help that 
is fairly conſiſtent with the neceſſary Duties of 
his Function, as a Parochial Miniſter. | 
If it be ſaid, That no Time can be ſpared 

from the datly Labour and Employment of the 
Negroes, to inſtruct them in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; this is in Effect to ſay, that no Conſide- 
ration of propagating the Goſpel of Gop, or 
ſaving the Souls of Men, is to make the 4e. 
Abatement from the temporal Profit of the Mal- 
ters; and that Gop cannot, or will not, make up 
the little they may loſe in that Way, by bleſſing 
and proſpering their Undertakings by Sea and 
Land, as a juſt Reward of their Zeal for his 
Glory, and the Salvation of Mens Souls. In 
this Caſe, I may well reaſon as St. Paul does in 


_ a 
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2 Caſe not unlike it, that if they make you Par- 
takers of their temporal Things (of their Strength 
and Spirits, and even of their Offspring) you 
ought to make them Partakers of your ſpiritual | 
Things, though it ſhould abate ſomewhat from 
the Profit which you might otherwiſe receive from 
their Labours. And conſidering the Greatneſs of 
the Profit that 1s received from their Labours, it 
might be hoped that all Chriſtian Maſters, thoſe 
eſpecially who are poſſeſſed of conſiderable Num- 
bers, ſhould alſo be at ſome ſmall Expence in pro- 
viding for the Inſtruction of thoſe poor Creatures; 
and that others, whole Numbers are leſs, and 
who dwell in the ſame Neighbourhood, ſhould 
Join in the Expence of a common Teacher, for 
the Negroes belonging to them. The Society 
for propagating the Goſpel in foreign Parts, are 
ſufficiently ſenſible of the great Importance and 
Neceſſity of ſuch an eſtabliſhed and regular Pro- 
viſion for the Inſtruction of the Negroes, and 
earneſtly wifh and pray, that it may pleaſe Gop 
to put it into the Hearts of good Chriſtians, to 
enable them to aſſiſt in the Work, by ſeaſonable 
Contributions for that End; but at preſent their 
Fund does ſcarce enable them to anſwer the many 
Demands of Miſſionaries, for the Performance of 
Divine Service in the poorer Settlements, which 
are not in a Condition to maintain them at their 

own Charge. 5 Det; 
But it is farther pleaded, That the Inftruc- 
tion of Heathens in the Chriſtian Faith is in 
Order to their Baptiſm, and that not only the 
Time to be allowed for inſtructing them, would 
be an Abatement from the Profits of their La- 
bour, but alſo that the baptizins them when 
inſtructed, would deftroy both the Property, 
| which 
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which the Maſters have in them as Slaves 
bought with their Money, and the Right 
of ſelling them again at Pleaſure; and that che 
making them Chriſtians, only makes them leis 
diligent, and more ungovernable. 

To which it may bevery truly replied, That 
Chriſtianity, and the embracing of the Golpel, 
does not make the leaſt Alteration in Civil Pro- 
perty, or in any of the Duties which belong to Civil 
Relations; but in all theſe Reſpects, it continues 
Perſons juſt in the ſame Stste as it found them. 
The Freedom which Chriſtianity gives, is a Free- 
dom from the Bondage of Sin and Satan, and 
from the Dominion of Mens Luſts and Paſſions 
and inordinate Deſires; but as to their outward 
Condition, whatever that was before, whether 
bond or free, their being baptized, and becoming 
Chriſtians, makes no manner of Change in it: 
As St. Paul has expreſly told us, 1 Cor. vii. 20. 
where he is ſpeaking directly to this very Point, 
Let every Man abide in the ſame Calling wherein he 
was called; and at the 24th Verle, Let every 
Man wherein be is called, therein abide with God. 
And fo far is Chriſtianity from diſcharging Men 
from the Duties of the Station and Condition in 
which it found them, that it lays them under 
ſtronger Qbligations to perform thoſe Duties 
with the greateſt Diligence and Fidelity, not only 
from the Fear of Men, but from a Senſe of Duty 
to Gon, and the Belief and Expectation of a fu- 
ture Account, So that to ſay, that Chriſtianity 
tends to make Men leſs obſervant of their Duty 
in any Reſpect, is a Reproach that it is very far 
from deſerving ; and a Reproach, that is confu- 
ted by the whole Tenor of the Goſpel Precepts, 
which inculcate Upon all, and particularly upon 
= N 2 Servants 
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Servants (many of whom were then in the Con- 
diuon ot Slaves) a faithful and diligent Diſcharge 
of the Duties belonging to their ſeveral Sta- 
tlons, out of Conſcience towards Gop : And it 
35 alſo conſuted by our own Reaſon, which tells 
us how much more forcible and conſtant the Re- 
ſtraint of Conſcience is, than the Reitraint of 
Fear; and laſt of all, it is confuted by Experience, 
which teaches us the great Value of thole Servants 
who are truly religious, compared with thoſe 
who have no Senſe of Religion. 

As to their being more ungovernable aſter 
Baptiſm, than before; it is certain that the Goſpel 
every where enjoins, not only Diligence and 


Fidelity, but alſo Obedience, for Conſcience Sake; 


and does not deprive Maſters of any proper Me- 


thods of enfercing Obedience, where they appear to 


be neceſſary. Humanity forbids all cruel and bar- 
barous Treatment of our Fellow-Creatures, and 
will not ſuffer us to conſider a Being that is en- 
dowed with Reaſon, upon a Level with Brutes ; 
and Chriſtianity takes not out of the Hand of 
Super:ors any Degrees of Strictneſs and Severity, 

that fairly appear to be neceſſary for the preſerv- 
ing Subjcction and Government. The general 
Law, both of Humanity and of Chriſtianity, 1s 
Kindnels, Gentleneſs, and Compaſſion, towards 
21] Mankind, of what Nation or Condition ſo— 
ever they be ; and therefore we are to make the 
Exerciſe of thoſe amiable Virtues, our Chcice and 
Deere, and to have Recourſe to ſevere and rigor- 
eu Methods unwillipgly, and on'y out of Ne— 
ceſſity. Or this Neesffty, you yourſelves remain 
the Judges, as much after they receive Baptiſm, 


as before ; fo that You can bein no Danger of 


tufering by the Change; and as to Them, the 
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greateſt Hardſhips that the moſt ſevere Maſter 
can inflict upon them, is not to be compared to 
the Cruelty of keeping them in the State of Hea- 
theniſm, and depriving them of. the Means of 
Salvation, as reached forth to all Mankind, inthe 


| Golpel of Cuxisr. And, in Truth, one great 


Realon why Severity is at all neceſſary to main- 
tain Government, is the Vant of Religion in 
thoſe who are to be governed, and who therefore 
are not to be kept to their Duty by any Thing 
but Fear and Terror; than which there cannot be 


a more unealy State, either to thoſe who Govern, 


or thoſe who are governed. 

That theſe Things may make the greater 
Impreſſion upon you, let me beſeech you to con- 
ſider yourſelves not only as Maſters, but as Chri/- 
tian Maſters, who ſtand obliged by your Pro- 
feſſion to do all that your Station and Condition 


enable you to do, towards breaking the Power 


of Satan, and enlarging the Kingdom of Cnr1sT ; 
and as having a great Opportunity put into your 
Hands, of helping-on this Work, by the In- 
fluence which Gop has given you over ſuch a 
Number of Heathen Idolaters, who ſtill con- 
tinue under the Dominion of Satan. In the next 


Place, let me beſeech you to confider Them, not 


barely as Slaves, and upon the ſame Level with 
labouring Beaſts, but as Men-Slaves and Women- 
Slaves, who have the ſame Frame and Faculties 
with yourſelves, and have Souls capable of being 
made eternally happy, and Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding to receive Inſtruction in order to it. If 
they came from abroad, let it not be ſaid, that 
they are as far from the Knowledge of Carisr in 
a Chriſtian Country, as when they dwelt among 
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Pagan Idolaters. If they have been born among 
you, and have never breathed any Air but that of 
a Chriſtian Country, let them not be as much 
Strangers to CHRIST, as if they had been tranſ- 
| planted, as ſoon as born, into a Country of Pa- 5 
gan Idolaters, Hy | 
Hoping that theſe and the like Conſiderations l 
will move you to lay this Matter ſeriouſly to q 
Heart, and excite you to uſe the beſt Means in 
your Power towards fo good and pious a Work; 4 
cannot omit to ſuggeſt to you one of the beſt 
Motives that can be uſed, for diſpoſing the Hea- 
thens to embrace Chriſtianity; and that is he 
good Lives of Chriſtians, Let them ſee, in you 
and in your Families, Examples of Sobriety, 
Temperance and Chaſtity, and of all the other 
Virtues and Graces of the Chriſtian Life. Let 
them obſerve how ſtrictly you oblige yourſelves, 
and all that belong to you, to abſtain from Curſ- 
ing and Swearing, and to keep the Lord's-Day 
holy, and to attend the public Worſhip of Gov, 
and the Ordinances which CHRIS hath appointed 
in his Goſpel. Make them ſenſible, by the ge- 
eral Tenour of yourBehaviour and Converſation, 
' that your inward Temper and Diſpoſition is ſuch 
as the Goſpel requires, that is to ſay, mild, J 
gentle, and merciful; and that as oft as you ex- 4 
\_ erciſe Rigour and Severity, it is wholly owing to 
their Idleneſs or Obſtinacy. By theſe Means, 
you will open their Hearts to Inſtruction, and 
prepare them to receive the Truths of the Goſpel; 
to which if you add a pious Endeavour and Con- 
cern to lee them duly inſtructed, you may Be- 
come the Inſtrument of ſaving many Souls, and 
will not only ſecure a Bleſſing from Gor upon 
all 
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all 1 your Undertakings in = World, but entitle 
yourſelves to that diſtinguiſhing Reward in the 
next, which will be given to all thoſe who have 
been zealous in their Endeavours to promote the 
Salvation of Men, and enlarge the Kingdom of 
CnrisT.. And that you may be found in that 
Number at the great Day of SI, is the 
ſincere Deſire and earneſt Prayer of 


Your faithful Friend, 


Wu 
Edam. London.“ 


LETTER 
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L E 1 T- E R II. 


The Biſhop of Lownpon's Letter to the 
MissoNARIES in the Engliſh Plantations; 
Exhorting them to give their Aſſiſtance 
towards the Inſtruftion of the Negroes 
of their ſeveral Pariſbes, in the Chriſtian 
Faith. 


en 


GOOD BRO TER, 


AVING underſtood by many Letters from 
the Plantations, and by the Accounts of 
Perſons who have come from thence, that very 
little Progreſs hath hitherto been made in the 
Converſion of the Negroes to the Chriſtian Faith; 
T have thought it proper for me to lay before the 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes the Obligations they are 
under, to promote and encourage that pious and 
neceſſary Work. This I have done in a Letter 
directed to them ; of which you will receive ſe- 
veral Copies, in order to be diſtributed to thoſe 
who have Negroes in your own Pariſh; and I 
mult entreat you, when you put the Letter in- 
to their Hands, to enforce the Deſign of it by any 
farther Arguments that you ſhall think proper 
to be uſed, and alſo to aſſure them of your own 
Aſſiſtance in carrying on the Work. 


I am 
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I am aware, that in the Plantations, where 
the Pariſhes are of ſo large Extent, the Care 
.and Labour of the Parochial Miniſters muſt be 
great; but yet I perſuade myſelf, that many va- 
cant Hours may be ſpared from the other Paſtoral 
Duties, to be beſtowed on this; and I cannot 
doubt of the Readineſs of every Miſſionary in 


his own Pariſh to promote and further a Work 


ſo charitable to the Souls of Men, and ſo agree-. 
able to the great End and Deſign of his Miſſion. 
As to thoſe Miniſters who have Negroes of 
their own ; I cannot but eſteem it their indiſ- 
penſable Duty to uſe their beſt Endeavours to in- 


ſtruct them in the Chriſtian Religion, in order to 
their being baptized ; both becauſe ſuch Ne- 


groes are their proper and immediate Care, and 


becauſe it is in vain to hope that other Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes will exert themſelves in this Work, 


if they ſee it wholly neglected,” or bur coldly 
purſued, in the Families of the Clergy. So that 
any Degree of Neglect on your Part, in the In- 
ſtruction of your own Negroes, would not only 


be the with-holding from them the ineſtimable 


Benefits of Chriſtianity, but wouid evidently 


tend to the obſtructing and defeating the wwhol? 


Defign in every other Family. 
I would alſo hope, that the Schoolmaſters in the 
ſeveral. Pariſhes, Part of whoſe Buſineſs it is to 


inſtruct Youth in the Principles of Chriſtianity, 


might contribute ſomewhat towards the carrying 
on this Work ; by being ready to beſtow upon 
it ſome of their Leiſure Time, and eſpecially on 
the Lord's- Day, when both they and the Ne- 
groes are moſt at Liberty, and the Clergy are 
taken up with the Po Duties of their Func- 

tion, 


E 


tion. And though the Aſſiſtance they give to 
this pious Deſign, ſhould not meet with any Re- 
ward from Men, yet their Comfort may 0 that 

it is the Work of Gop, and will aſſuredly be re- 
warded by him; and the lefs they are obliged to 


this on Account of any Reward they receive from 


Men, the greater will their Reward be from the 
Hands of Gop. I muſt therefore intreat you to 
recommend it to them in my Name, and to diſ- 
poſe them by all proper Arguments and Per- 
ſuaſions to turn their Thought ſeriouſly to it, and 
to be always ready to offer and lend their Aſſiſt- 
ance, at their Leiſure Hours. 


And ſo, not doubting of your ready and zeal- 


ous Concurrence in promoting this important 
Work, and earneſtly begging a Bleſſing from 
Gop upon this and all your other Paſtoral La- 
bours, I remain 


Your affectionate Friend 
and Brother, 


Day 195 
17275 


Edm'. London 
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CONCLUSION. 


OF THE 
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INH E foregoing excellent Letters, of the 
Biſhop of London, very clearly ſhew that 

the inſtructing of Slaves in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is the indiſpenſable Duty of their Maſters ; 
and alſo that the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity makes 
no © Alteration in civil Property, or in any of the 
Duties which belong to civil Relation ;* on the 
contrary, ſo far are Men from being diſcharged by 
Baptiſm, from. the Duties of their former Con- 
dition and Station, That it lays them under 
« ſtronger Obligations to perform their Duties 
with the greateſt Diligence and Fidelity; not 


< only from the Fear of Men, but from a Senſe 


* of Duty co God, and the Belief and Expecta- 


tion of a future Reward.? 


But though it appears, that the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion neither incites thoſe that are in Slavery 
to withdraw themſelves from their Maſters Ser- 


vice, nor affords them any Plea to neglect the 


Duty impoſed upon them, yet, leſt ſome Perſons 
ſhould be inclined to pervert the Meaning of the 


z00d Biſhop, and inſinuate from hence, that he 
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tion. And though the Aſſiſtance they give to 
this pious Deſign, ſhould not meet with any Re- 
ward from Men, yet their Comfort may be, that 
it is the Work of Gop, and will aſſuredly be re- 
warded by him; and the lefs they are obliged to 
this on Account of any Reward they receive from 


Men, the greater will their Reward be from the 


Hands of Gop. I muſt therefore intreat you to 
recommend it to them in my Name, and to diſ- 
pole them by all proper Arguments and Per- 
ſuaſions to turn their Thought ſeriouſly to it, and 
to be always ready to offer and lend their Aſſiſt- 
ance, at their Leiſure Hours. 

And ſo, not doubting of your ready and zeal- 
ous Concurrence in promoting this important 
Work, and earneſtly begging a Bleſſing from 
Gop upon this and all your other Paſtoral La- 
bours, I remain 


Your affectionate Friend 


and Brother, 


Edi. Londa 
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HE foregoing excellent ters, of the 
Biſhop of London, very clearly ſhew that 


the ;nfirodting of Slaves in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is the indiſpenſable Duty of their Maſters 

and alſo that the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity makes 
no © Alteration in civil Property, or in any of the 
« Duties which belong to civil Relation; on the 
contrary, ſo far are Men from being diſcharged by 
Baptiſm, from the Duties of their former Con- 
dition and Station, That it lays them under 
« ſtronger Obligations to perform their Duties 
with the greateſt Diligence and Fidelity; not 
c only from the Fear of Men, but from a Geafe 
of Duty co God, and the Belief and Expecta- 


tion of a future Reward.” 


But though it appears, that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion neither incites thoſe that are in Slavery 
to withdraw themſclves from their Maſters Ser- 
vice, nor affords them any Plea to negle& the 
Puty impoſed upon them, yet, leſt ſome Perſons 
ſhould be inclined to pervert the Meaning of the 


200d Biſhop, and inſinuate from hence, chat he 
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ſeems to favour the Practice of Slave-holding, as 


if not at all repugnant to the Goſpel; let it be 
obſerved, that he is only endeavonring to promote 


the Inſtruction of the Slaves; a Point which he 


might reaſonably conclude the Maſters would 
liſten to for their own Intereſt ; but to have at- 
tempted this by diſputing the Juriſdiction of the 
latter, would have been as impolitic as it was 
foreign to his Purpoſe. - . 

It was one Thing to promote their Inſtruction, 


but another, and much more difficult Thing to 


reſtore them to their Liberty. Times were not 
ripe for the latter; and as Nothing can be con- 
tluded in Favour of Slavery from what he has 
taid, ſo neither can any Thing be concluded from 
his Silence concerning a Subject on which he 
profeſſed not to write. He no where aſſerts 
that Chriſtians may lawfully claim as their own 
private Property, even tne Fruit of other 
Men's Labour, much lefs their Perſons; 
or that with a ſound Conſcience they may either 
buy, fell, or otherwiſe diſpoſe of the unfortunate 
Slave, and all his unhappy Poſterity ; and yet 
till this can be clearly proved from Scripture, 
(which it certainly never can) it is in vain for the 
Advocates of Slavery, to pretend to ſupport 
themſelves by any other Arguments; not even the 
Authority (much leſs the Silence) of the great- 
eſt Man upon Earth will be ſufficient for their 

Purpoſe. | 
Our Engliſh Government has indeed been in- 
duced by a ſuppoſed commercial Neceſſity, (on 
Account of the tultry Climate of our Weſt In- 
dian Colonies, or other temporal Reaſons of 
State) to tolerate Slavery in thoſe Parts; ſa that 
| tue 


1 
the Man-Trade is now become a conſiderable 
Branch of Commerce. | 

Nevertheleſs all Perſons who are in the leaſt 
concerned therein, ought ſeriouſly to examine, 
whether the ſuppoſed abſolute Property claimed 
by Slave-dealers, or Slave-holders, may juſtly be 
eſteemed conſiſtent with the Chriſtian Religion, 
rhough the temporal Condition of the Slaves them- 
ſelves is not at all affected by it: For theſe two 
Points are ſo widely different from each other, 
that the proving of the latter adds no Authority 
or Confirmation to the general Opinions concern- 
ing the former. 

I do not at preſent undertake formally to diſ- 
cuſs this material Diſtinction, but chuſe rather to 
refer al! Perſons, whom it may concern, to a 
careful Examination of their own Conſciences, 
upon the Points which I ſhall propoſe : this I 
apprehend to be the ſhorteſt and moſt effectual 
Method; as, in ſome Meaſure, it renders Proofs 
and Arguments leſs neceſſary, and thereby ſaves 
Trouble to the Reader, as well as Writer. 

Let me therefore exhort ſuch Perſons, ſeriouſly 
to compare their ſelfiſh and tyrannical Prac- 
tice of Slave-holding, with the diſintereſted and 
charitable Doctrines of the Goſpel, which en- 
force univerſal Benevolence, or (in plain Scrip- 
ture Language) © Good Will to all Men 

And let me earneſtly adviſe them, as they love 
their own Souls, not to defer this neceſſary Ex- 
amination from Day to Day ; left, when it is too 
Jate for Repentance, they ſhould perceive, with 
Horror and Amazement, thatthey havediſhonour- 
ed their Chriſtian Profeſſion, by having complied 
with the depraved Cuſtoms of our Colonies. 


Let 
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1 
Let them carefully conſider, whether the pre- 
ſent imaginary Neceſſity of temporal Intereſt, 
would not appear, at ſuch a Time, even in their 
own Eyes, to be a very frivolous Excuſe for any 


the leaſt Degree of Tyranny and Oppreſſion; and 


much leſs for having maintained that unchari- 
table and ſelfiſh Doctrine of an abſolute Property 


in our Fellow-Man ; and for having impiouſly ex- | 


tended this horrid Uſurpation, even to his Poſ- 

terity for ever. | 9 
Are we not bound by the Chriſtian Religion, 

to love our Neighbour“ as ourſelves? and to 


do unto all Men, as we would they ſhould do 
unto us? And ſhall we be able to flatter ourſel- 


ves hereafter, that this heavenly Doctrine is not 
diametrically oppoſite to the abovementioned 
Notion of an ab/olute Property in the Perſons of 
others? 

Every idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak,” (ſaid 
our Lord) they ſhall give an Account thereof 
< in the Day of Judgement. (Matt. xii. 36.) 

Matt. xix. 19. And Thou fhalt lowe thy Neighbour as 

* thyſelf.” xxii. 37. * Jeſus ſaid unto him, (one of the 
* Phariſees) Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
* Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. 


This is the firſt and great Commandment. And the 
* ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 


* thyſelf. On theſe two Commandments hang all the Law 


and the Prophets.“ 2 

+ At the Time of our Saviour, the Phariſees had re, 
< ſtrained the word Neighbour, to fignify thoſe of their own 
Friends; being of Opinion, that to hate their Enemy 
« was not forbidden by their Law: But our Saviour in- 
formed them, that the aue World were their Neighbours, 


that they ought not to do to another, what they woulg 


* not have done to themſelves, and that this Charity | 


* oughtto be extended even to their Enemies, Mat, v. 4. 
Luke x. 29. 


Cruden's Concordance, under the Nerd Ne ighbour. 
| Bur 
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( 39 J 
But how much more at ſuch a Time ought we 
to dread the Remembrance of any material Op- 
preſſion of our Brethren ? 
Crimes of this Kind are moſt heinous in the 
Sight of a righteous and merciful God ! 

For if even the neglecting an Opportunity of 
doing good, to thoſe who ſtand in need of our 
Aſſiſtance, is conſidered as a perſonal Affront and 
Denial of Chriſt, I how much more guilty are 
they, who preſume to afflict their Brethren, with 
open and manifeſt Oppreſſion, grinding the Face 
of the Poor ? | 

How will they anſwer this ? Will they venture 
to aſſign as Reaſons for their Injuſtice, the dark 
Complexion, ignominious Birth, groſs Ignorance, 
or mean Capacity of the oppreſſed ? No, ſurely ! 
they cannot flatter themſelves, that ſuch Reaſons 
are ſufficient to extenuate the crying Sin of Op- 
preſſion; © For in as much as ye have done it 

« unto the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, (ſaid our 

Lord) ye have done it unto me.“ Mat. xxv. 

o. 

F This Sentence, indeed, is applied in the Text 
to thoſe who ſhall have done good to their 
Brethren; yet by neceſſary Conſequence it is 
equally applicable, (as in the 45th Verſe) to thoſe 
who neglect or injure them. | 

Is it not a Chriſtian Doctrine that the Labour- 
er is worthy of his Hire?“ And yet the poor 


t ln as much as ye did it not to one of 7he leaf of theſe, 
vye did it not to me.“ Matth. xxv. 45. | 


For the Labourer is worthy of his hire. Luke x. 7. 
For the Scripture ſaith, thou ſhalt not muzzle the Ox 
* that treadeth out the Corn : and the Labourer is worthy 
of his Reward.” 1 Tim. v. 18. | 
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Negroe Slave is conſtrained, like a Beaſt, by beat- 
ing, to work hard, without Hire or Recompence 
and receives Nothing from the Hand of his un- 
merciful Maſter, but ſuch a wretched Proviſion 
as will ſcarcely ſupport him under his Fatigues. - 
The intolerable Hardſhips which the Slaves 
undergo, are ſufficiently proved by theShortneſs x 
of their Lives. ; 
And what ſhall we ſay of the prevailing hea- 
theniſh Practice, of permitting Slaves to profane 
the Lord's Day, by cultivating the little Spots 
of Ground allotted to them ? or by ſelling the 
produce of the ſame, that they may be enabled 
to ſubſiſt at a leſs Expence to the Planter ? | 
Is not this too plain an Indication of the very 
ſcanty Allowance uſually granted for their Sup- 
port? Can it be eſteemed a juſt and honeſt Re- 
compence for Labour, that a poor Wretch Who 
works hard ſix Days in a Week, (or at the beſt. 
five Days*) for his Maſter, ſhall be obliged to 


work 


1 For let it be conſidered, that out of their Stock of 
Eighty-Thouſand in Barbadoes, there die every Year Five- 
Thouſand Negroes more than are born in that Iſland : 
in Effect, this People is under a Neceſſity of being entirely 
renewed every Sixteen Nears And what muſt we think of 
the Management of a People, who, far from increaſing great- 

ly, as thoſe who have no Loſs by Wars ought to do, muſt, in 
7 10 ſhort a Space of Time as Sixteen Years, without foreign 
Recruits, be entirely conſumed to a Man? 
An Account of the European Settlements in America, Vol. II. 
Chap. xi. P. 129. 


Fut in our Plantations the Blacks work ſeverely for 

* five Days, without any Relaxation or Intermiſſion, for 
the Benefit of the Maſter, and the other two Days they 
* are obliged to Labour for their own Subſiſtence during 
* the 
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1 
work alſo on the Lord's Day for his own Maſn- 
tenance, becauſe of the Inſufficiency of his Allow- 


ance? Is not this in Fa& to deny him that Reſt 


whichis the juſtDue, even of the meaneſt Cattle? 


And who are theſe miſerable Creatures, that 


receive ſuch barbarous Treatment from the 


Planter? Can we reſtrain our juſt Indignation, 


when we conſider that they are undoubtedly his 
Brethren! ßhis Neighbours! the Children of 
the ſame Father by Adoption, for whom CHRIST 
dicd as well as for the Planter himſelf ! = 

Let the opulent Planter or Merchant prove, 
that his Negroe Slave is not his Brother; or that 
he is not his Neighbour in the Scripture Senſe of 
theſe Appellations. 

But if he is not able to do ſo, how will he 
juſtify the buying and ſelling of his Brethren, as 
if they were of no more Conſideration than his 
Cattle ? The wearing them out with continual 
Labour, before they have lived out Half their 
Days? The ſevere whipping and torturing them 
even to Death, if they reſiſt his inſupportable 
Tyranny ? Let the hardieſt Slave- holder look for- 
ward to that tremendous Day, when he muſt 
give an Account to God of his Stewardſhip, and 
let him, ſeriouſly, conſider, whether, at ſuch a 
Time, he thinks he ſhall be able to ſatisfy him- 
ſelf, that any Act of buying and ſelling, or the 


© the reſt of the Week; and this, I imagine, with the 
* other Circumſtances of great Severity, which depreſs their 
« Spirits, 3 cuts off great Numbers, as well as diſs 
« qualifies thoſe who remain from ſupplying this Waſte by 
© natural Propagation.” | 8 
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Fate of War, or the Birth of Children in his 
Houſe, Plantations or Territories, or any other 
Circumſtances whatever, can give him ſuch an 
abſolute Property in the Perſons of Men, as will 
Juſtity his retaining them as Slaves, and treating 
them as Beaſts ? we | | 
et him diligently conſider, whether there will 
25 always remain to the Slave a ſuperior Pro- 
perty, or Right, to the Fruit of his own Labour; 
and more eſpecially to his on Perſon, that Being 
which was given him by God, and which none 

but the Giver can juſtly claim? 

But why ſhould I inſiſt only on the Danger of fu- 
ture Judgement? Istherenotalſoatempora]Puniſh- 
ment, tho? not equally, yet greatly to be dreaded? 
The alarming Inſurrections of the Slaves, which 
at different Times have happened in Jamaica, St. 
Chriſtopher, Carolina, &c. and now lately at Mont- 
ſerrat, ought to be conſidered, by Slave-holders, as 
ſo many merciful Warnings of that juſt temporal 
Vengeance, which in all Probability -muſt, ſome 
Time or other, overtake them, if they ' perſiſt in 
their Oppreſſions! The Sword has long hung 
over their Heads, by a very lender Thread, and 


There are now allowed to be in our Weſt Indies at 
leaſt 230,000 Negroe Slaves, and it is allowed too, that, 
upon the higheſt Calculation, the Whites there, in all, do 
18 amount to ninety thouſand Souls. This Diſpro- 
portion ſhews ſo clearly at the firſt Glance how much the 
Colonies are endangered, both from within and with- 
out; how much expoſed to the Aſſaults of a foreign 
Enemy, and to the Inſurrection of their own Slaves, 
(which latter Circumſtance, in a/l eur 1/ands keeps the 
People in perpetual Apprehenſions) that it may, be a juſt 
« Cayſe of Surprize, that no Meaſures whatſoever are 
taken to correct this dangerous Irregularity 
A. Account of the European Settlements in America, Vol. II. 
Chap. x. P. 117. 
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the Avarice ꝓ of the Creol ſeems gradually to be 
reparing an Inſtrument for the 3 of 
is own Injuſtice and Cruelty ! For though 

the Negroes. are already ſo numerous in our 

Colonies, that the Community is , very juſtly 

thought to be endangered. by them, yet, for 


the Sake of a little private Gain, the incon- 


ſiderate Planter endeavours as much as poſſible 

to evade thoſe wholeſome Laws, which preſcribe 

the Employment of a certain Proportion of white 

Servants; ſo that the Tenure of his Life and 

Poſſeſſions thereby becomes daily more and more 
10Us. 


May God avert. the impending Danger ! O 


that my Countrymen may have Grace to diſcern 
the Enormity of their Errors, and ſpeedily correct 
theſe Abuſes; not merely becauſe in Point of 
ſound Policy it is incumbent on them for Self- 
Preſervation ſo to do ; but alſo for Conſcience 
Sake ! $4.5; 5 
1 may perhaps be ſeverely blamed by thoſe 
who have Weſt Indian Connections, for having 
thus charged our Colonies with Injuſtice, Cruelty 
and Oppreſſion. The Accuſation, indeed, is 
heavy, but not ſlanderous ; becauſe there is but 
too much Foundation for it. Nevertheleſs I do 
not mean to charge all Slave-holders as equally 
guilty of tyrannical Licentiouſneſs : there are un- 
doubtedly ſome worthy Gentlemen among 
them, who would ſcorn to abule their Power. 


x © Their Avarice in theſe Particulars makes them blind 
to the Hazards, to which they expole the Sum total of 
their Affairs. (Folio 118. ſame Author) (See the whole 


Chapter.) | 
| F 2 However, 
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However, I muſt obſerve, that a mild and gen- | 
tle Behaviour towards Slaves doth not excuſe 
the Practice of Slave-holding ; becauſe it only 
alters the Degree, not the Nature, of the Op- 

reſſion. And though fome few Planters and 
Maſters uſe their Slaves ſo well as to render their 
Condition perhaps comfortable, yet this cannot 
juſtly be admitted as an Argument for the Tole- 
ration of Slavery; becauſe Men are not endowed 
with an equal Share of Moderation and Prudence, 
and becauſe the Cruelty and Oppreſſion of Slave- 
holders in general, and their unchriſtian Negh- 

eace, With Reſpect to the Inſtruction of their 
Slaves, fufficiently demonſtrate, that à Tolera- 
tion of arbitrary Power is unjuſt, impolitic, and 
deſtructive. < | 

The Paſſions and Frailty of human Nature in- 
ſenſibly increaſe with the Power of acting uncon- 
trouled; and Maſters are generally depraved and 
debauched in a proportionable Degree, as their 
Slaves are debaſed ; ſo that it is plainly incon- 
ſiſtent with Religion, Reaſon and Equity, to 
permit an abſolute deſpotic Power of one Man 
over others, 

I cannot therefore eſteem any Man a Friend 
to true and /oyal + Liberty, let his Profeſſion 
of it be ever ſo avowed, if, at the fame Time, he 
contends for an ab/e/ute Property in Slaves. Neither 


+ There is Linaly even in the Love of Liberty; for true 
Loyalty, according to the ſtrict Meaning the Word, conſiſts 
not merely i in a zealous Attachment to the Perſon of a So- 
vereign, but includes likewiſe a conſcientious and incor. 
ruptible Obſeryance of all thoſe moral, as well as temporal, 
Laws, which are calculated for the mutual Benefit and 
Happineſs ot Society. 


Can 
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can ſuch a one have any equitable Pretence to 
the Enjoyment of his own Liberty, who denies 
Freedom to others. | 
Fe cannot be ſaid to regard Liberty farther 
than he finds it convenient to himſelf, and an- 


ſwerable to his own private Purpoſes, He 
likes the Liberty of acting according to his own 
Will, without _— to conſider how far his 
Brother may be affected by it: this Kind of /el- 
„io Liberty differs not from Tyranny. 
It muſt therefore be allowed, that the open 


and avowed Practice of Slave-bolding caſts che 


blackeſt Diſhonour on my Countrymen, not 
only as Chriſtians, but as Enghſbmen ; whole 
Knowledge and Experience of the Value of civil 
Liberty ſerve but to render them the more incx- 
cuſable and unchriſtian, when they attempt co 
deprive others of that ineſtimable Bleſhpg, 
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